
Drifter Projects:   Engine Room Ladder Steps 

m/v Drifter (American Tug 34)           Ray Henry  

Description 
Steps to alleviate pain when descending engine room ladder barefoot. 

Parts Ordered 
1. 4pcs of 12” aluminum channel from Online Metals (http://www.onlinemetals.com)  The inside 

width of the 1.25” overall channel is 1”, just the same diameter of the bars on the ladder, 

 
2. Left over mahogany from a previous project. 
3. Stainless screws and bolts 

http://www.onlinemetals.com/


Assembly 
I had some very thin scraps of mahogany leftover from a previous project, so I laminated two of them 

together with epoxy to make a 1/2” thick step.  I used a round-head router bit and cut some “treads” 

into the steps and then coated with urethane. 

 

I clamped the aluminum channel to each step, carefully making sure the top surface was horizontal with 

the ladder’s vertical position, and drilled holes through both the aluminum channel and the step bar at 

the same time.   

I marked each bracket underneath because I was certain my holes would come out different on each 

one! 

Then I clamped the brackets to the bottom of the wood step and drilled some holes for wood screws.  I 

both screwed and epoxied the wood steps to the brackets. 

  
 



Completion 
Finally, I used 1/2-20 bolts through the brackets and ladder with nylock nuts on the back side.  Here is a 

photo installed.   Boy, that feels a lot better on the feet! 

 

 


